
ST. EUSTATIUS MARINE ENVIRONMENT ORDINANCE 
 

AB1996, No. 03 
 
 
THE ISLAND COUNCIL OF SINT EUSTATIUS: 
 
 
Considering: 
That it is desirable to establish regulations concerning the management of the marine 
environment of the Island Territory of St. Eustatius for the protection of the nature as well 
as regulations for commercial, educative, recreational and research activities; 
 
 
Has decided: 
To decree the Island Ordinance Marine Environment. 
 
 
 
 

SECTION I:  GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
 
ARTICLE 1 
This ordinance defines the terms below as follows: 
(a) Underwater Park: also known as the marine park, the sea floor and 

the overlying waters around and adjacent to the 
island St. Eustatius, from the high water tidemark to 
the 30m depth contour, 

(b) Coral:  live organisms or the calcified casings (skeletons) 
of those organisms, 

(c) Statian:  a person who was born on St. Eustatius or born 
from Statian parents 

(d) Diver: A person who, outfitted with scuba equipment, 
enters the water with definite intentions to be under 
water, is in the water, exits the water after being in 
the water for a short time. 

(e) Dive Sport:  the activity as a diver, recreational as well as 
commercial; 

(f) Dive Site:  the place of position where diving is practiced, 
where it is started and where it is finished; 

(g) Spear Fishing: the hunting or killing of marine animals using 
spears, harpoons and spear guns, either 
mechanically or pneumatically powered, and 
including spear guns which would fall under the law 
on firearms. 

(h) Dragnet Fishing:  dragging of fish lines behind a boat with intentions 
to catch fish in open water 

(i) SCUBA (Self-Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus): underwater 
equipment that allows the user by means of 



compressed air in bottles to remain submerged for 
a prolonged period of time  

(j) Hookah: underwater equipment which allows the user to 
remain submerged for a prolonged period of time 
by means of surface air supply 

(i) Conch:  shell creatures/snails that live in the ocean and 
belong to the species Strombus gigas 

(j) Turtles: marine reptiles of the species in the broadest sense 
of the term that live in the sea. 

(k) Fill Station: location where bottles for diving are filled 
 
ARTICLE 2 

1. There is an underwater park St. Eustatius which is commonly referred to as 
Statia Marine Park. 

2. Within the Marine Park there are reserves that cover: 
(a) From Gallows Bay, 17 28’.5 coordinate along the high waterline to the 

point of white wall, south outward in the sea for ½ nautical mile, to the 
west following the 30 meters depth limit of ½ nautical mile outward in the 
sea, measured from the coastline to the crossing with the 17 27’.7 
coordinate, to the north 17 28’.5 coordinate and back to Gallows Bay, 

(b) Jenkins Bay, 17 30’.5 coordinate along the high water line to it’s most 
northern point of the island, to the north to the 30 meter depth limit, to the 
west and south along the 30 meter depth limit until these lines pass the 
coordinate 17 30’.5 and back to Jenkins Bay, 

(c) The parts of the underwater park as designated by General Island 
Resolution. Such designations can also be for a limited period of time.  

 
 

SECTION II: INSTRUCTIONS PROTECTION 
UNDERWATER FAUNA AND FLORA 

 
 
ARTICLE 3 
It is prohibited to commit acts that conflict with this Ordinance and damage the interests 
of the nature and environment within the underwater park of the Island Territory St. 
Eustatius as defined in Section I General Provisions. 
 
ARTICLE 4 
Spear fishing is not allowed if use is made of scuba or Hookah equipment. 
 
ARTICLE 5 
It is forbidden to fish in the marine park using poison, poisoned bait and/or other 
materials as well as chemicals and explosives. 
 
ARTICLE 6 
In divergence to the provisions of Articles 3 and 4, the catching of sea turtles within the 
marine park is only allowed in accordance with the following instructions: 

(a) it is forbidden to catch more than two sea turtles per person per year, 
(b) it is forbidden to catch female sea turtles from April 1st up to and including 

November 30th, 
(c) deleted. 



(c)(d) persons who have caught sea turtles must report every catch to the 
manager of the Statia Marine Park before killing it, 

(d)(e) it is forbidden to disturb sea turtles’ nests, steal eggs or have sea turtle 
eggs in one’s possession 

 
 
ARTICLE 7 
The collection of sea snails (conch) in the marine park is only allowed in accordance with 
the following provisions: 

(a) it is forbidden to catch sea snails using scuba or Hookah equipment, 
(b) it is forbidden to catch sea snails smaller than 19 cm (7,5 inches) or sea 

snails which do not have a well developed lip, 
(c) it is prohibited to take more than 20 conch per person per year, 
(d) the collecting of conch is only for private use and consumption, 
(e) deleted, 
(f) persons who collect conch must report their catch at once to the manager 

of the Statia Marine Park. 
 
ARTICLE 8 
The Executive Committee can – upon advice from the manager of the Statia Marine 
Park – by means of a General Island Resolution establish additional regulations for 
catching or collecting of animals and plants in the marine park regarding minimum size 
of the animals and plants, the amount, changing the fishing season and the expansion or 
limitation of the regulations allowing the catching of fish. 
 
ARTICLE 9 

1. It is forbidden to commit acts within the Statia Marine Park that damage or can 
damage the underwater environment. 

2. It is forbidden to commit acts intentionally that can destroy the underwater 
environment of the marine park. 

3. It is forbidden to collect coral, or other bottom-dwelling invertebrate animals or 
plants that live on the sea floor or to pick, break-off or kill them. 

 
ARTICLE 10 

1. It is forbidden to anchor on the sea bottom in the Statia Marine Park. 
2. The first paragraph does not apply if the safety of the boot and/or its crew is in 

danger. 
3. The first paragraph does not apply within the indicated anchoring zones in the 

Statia Marine Park. These zones are established by the manager and are 
marked as such. 

 
ARTICLE 11 

1. It is forbidden to intentionally damage or destroy mooring buoys that are placed 
in the Statia Marine Park by or on behalf of the Executive Committee of St. 
Eustatius or to remove the buoys without written permission from or on behalf of 
the Executive Committee.  

2. It is forbidden to place mooring buoys in the Statia Marine Park without written 
permission from or on behalf of the Executive Committee. 

3. The Executive Committee will establish regulations by means of a General Island 
Resolution regarding the use of mooring buoys. 

 



ARTICLE 12 
It is prohibited to discharge any substance in or flowing out into the Statia Marine Park 
with the exception of fish, fish parts, chumming material, cooling effluent and effluent of 
marine sanitation devices of vessels. 
 
ARTICLE 13 
Changes and amendments to the coastal area that can influence the underwater 
environment of the Statia Marine Park must be established ahead of time by means of 
an Environment Impact Assessment.  
 
 
  SECTION III:  VISITOR’S FEE, PERMITS AND FEES 
 
 
ARTICLE 14 

1. Conditions can be attached to permits granted on the basis of this Ordinance in 
the interest of protecting the marine environment, to ensure compliance with this 
Ordinance and in the interests of the safety of visitors to the park. 

2. A fee is charged for the permit; the amount thereof is established by General 
Island Resolution. 

3. A written request must be submitted to the Executive Committee for a permit or 
an exemption as meant in this Ordinance, accompanied by relevant 
documentation. 

4. The Executive Committee can establish further regulations regarding the 
accompanying documentation. 

5. A permit or exemption granted on the basis of this Ordinance is only valid if it is 
in writing. 

 
ARTICLE 15 

1. Visitors to the Statia Marine Park must obtain an entry ticket for the underwater 
park from the manager of the Statia Marine Park. A visitor’s fee of ANG 17,50 is 
charged for the entry ticket to the underwater park to those who are going to 
scuba dive or snorkel. 

2. The visitor’s fee is a fixed amount per person per year. The amount thereof can 
be changed by a General Island Resolution, which can also fix another amount to 
be charged for groups as described in the Resolution. 

3. A General Island Resolution can establish visitor’s fees for other users of the 
underwater park. 

4. The proceeds of the visitor’s fee is only spent on the upkeep of the underwater 
park St. Eustatius. This also includes maintenance, upholding the law, providing 
information and research. 

5. The management body provides the Executive Committee before April 1st with an 
accounting of the proceeds form the previous year. 

 
ARTICLE 16 
Visitors to the Marine Park are charged a visitor’s fee of ANF 3,60 (USD 2.00) per scuba 
diver per dive or ANG 3,60 (USD 2.00) per visitor that comes to St. Eustatius to snorkel 
in the Marine Park. 
 



ARTICLE 17 
1. The person that transports people to a location within the Statia Marine Park in 

exchange for payment must have a written permit granted by or on behalf of the 
Executive Committee. 

2. Conditions can be attached to the permit. 
3. The provision of paragraph one of this Article does not apply if it concerns 

passing through the area of the Statia Marine Park. 
 
ARTICLE 18 

1. The owner and/or operator of a boat that anchors in the designated anchor zones 
within the Statia Marine Park or makes use of the mooring buoys that are 
installed there must pay an anchor fee. 

2. Permission to anchor must be gotten from the manager of the Statia Marine 
Park. 

3. The anchor fee entitles to use anchors in the designated zones in the Marine 
Park or to use that mooring buoys for a maximum of one week. 

4. The St. Eustatius General Port Fee Ordinance does not apply to the anchor 
zones within the Statia Marine Park and the mooring buoys installed. 

5. Establishing and changing the amount of the anchor fee within the Statia Marine 
Park takes place by means of a General Island Resolution. 

 
ARTICLE 19 

1. It is forbidden to have a fill station in use or to possess a compressor used to fill 
diving bottles without a permit from the Executive Committee. 

2. The prohibition in paragraph one does not apply to those on visiting boats in as 
far as the filling of bottles is done for their own use and serves no commercial 
purpose. 

 
ARTICLE 20 

1. Those that conduct commercial diving activities within the underwater park must 
have written permission from the Executive Committee to do so. 

2. The Executive Committee can establish further regulations regarding such a 
permit in a General Island Resolution. 

 
 

SECTION IV: CONCLUDING AND CRIMINAL PROVISIONS 
 
 
ARTICLE 21 

1. The Executive Committee can grant an exemption from the provisions of this 
Ordinance on request for scientific research and educational purposes. 

2. The Executive Committee can in certain cases and on request grant an 
exemption from the provision of Article 9, paragraph three of this Ordinance for 
commercial purposes. 

3. Conditions can be attached to exemptions. 
4. Before granting an exemption the Executive Committee will seek the advice of an 

expert. 
 
ARTICLE 22 
Users of the Statia Marine Park must strictly follow the instructions of the manager of the 
underwater peak and/or his co-workers. 



 
ARTICLE 23 

1. A General Island Resolution arranges for the management of the Statia Marine 
Park by a non-governmental legal entity. 

2. The manager of the legal entity that is in charge of managing the Statia Marine 
Park is obliged to not commit any acts that conflict with the provisions of this 
Ordinance. 

3. Violation by the manager of provisions by or pursuant to this Island Ordinance 
will be punishable with imprisonment for a maximum of one month. 

 
ARTICLE 24 
Violation of the provisions in or pursuant to this Ordinance is punishable with 
imprisonment for a maximum of one month or a monetary fine for a maximum of ANG 
5,000.  
 
ARTICLE 25 
Criminal acts in this Ordinance are deemed to be misdemeanors. 
 
ARTICLE 26 
Besides the persons indicated in the Criminal Code, the persons responsible for tracking 
and tracing the criminal acts in this Ordinance are: 

(a) the persons responsible for the management of the Marine Park, 
(b) other persons so indicated in a General Island Resolution. 

 
ARTICLE 27 
Objects acquired by violating any of the prohibitions of this Ordinance, or objects used in 
committing the violation, may be seized and can be confiscated by a Court of Law. 
 
ARTICLE 28 
This Ordinance comes into effect on the day following the day it is proclaimed. 
 
ARTICLE 29 
It van be cited as: “St. Eustatius Marine Environment Ordinance”. 
 
 
 
 
 
Established in the public meeting of the Island Council of the Island Territory of St. 
Eustatius March 25th, 1996 
 
The Island Secretary,      The Lieutenant-Governor, 
D.C. Berkel JD     E.R. Locadia 
 
 
 
This Island Ordinance was proclaimed by me on March 28, 1996.  
 
The Lieutenant-Governor, 
E.R. Locadia 
 



Announced (Publication Board):  March 28th, 1996 
 
Announcement in GIB:  April 9th, 1996 
 
Date of Commencement:  March 29th, 1996 
 
 
 
This version of the MEO is revised according to the GOVERNOR OF THE 
NETHERLANDS ANTILLES and is transcribed form its original Dutch language. 
 
Treaties implemented by the National (Netherlands Antilles) Nature Conservation 
Ordinance such as CITES, SPAW protocol of the Cartagena Convention, Bonn 
Convention on migratory species, Inter-american seaturtle convention, Biodiversity 
convention and the Ramsar convention overrule regulations stipulated within this island 
ordinance.  Therefore, Article 6 of this MEO, is null and void, as all species of Sea Turtle 
and their nesting areas are protected. 


	SECTION I:  GENERAL PROVISIONS
	ARTICLE 2
	SECTION II: INSTRUCTIONS PROTECTION UNDERWATER FAUNA AND FLORA
	ARTICLE 3
	ARTICLE 4

	ARTICLE 5
	ARTICLE 6
	ARTICLE 7
	ARTICLE 8
	ARTICLE 14
	ARTICLE 15
	ARTICLE 16
	ARTICLE 17
	ARTICLE 18
	ARTICLE 19
	ARTICLE 20
	ARTICLE 21
	ARTICLE 22


