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60f 1992.
CHAPTER 191 41 0f 1999,
10of 2001.
NATIONAL LANDS Commencemen.
[13. 6. 1992]

[23rd April, 1992]  S-830f1992

1. ThisAct may becited asthe National LandsAct. Shorttitle.

2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires:- Interpretation.

“Advisory Committeg” meansthe Advisory Committeeestablished under section
50f thisAct;

“Commissioner” meansthe Commissioner of Landsand Surveys,

“frontageling’” meanstheboundary of aroad, river, publicreserve, or any sea
coast, permanent stream or lake;

“grant” meansaland certificate or aconveyanceeffectua to passanestatein
feesmpletothegrantee, subject to thetermsand provisionsof thisAct;

“improvement” meansany beneficia work doneuponlandtoincreaseitsvalue,
productiveness, or powersof carrying stock and includesbuildings, machinery,
mines, canals, drains, wells, tanks, dams, cultivation, fencing, filling up, laying
down grass, clearing and keeping clear of bush;

“lessee” meansatenant of national landsand includesthe person actualy in
possession or occupation of national landsunder alease or L ease Purchase
Agreement;

“Minister” meansthe Minister for thetime being responsiblefor lands;

“national lands’ meansall landsand seabed, other than reserved forest within
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CAP. 213

Delegation of
authority.
41 of 1999.

Classification of
national lands.

themeaning of the Forests Act, including cayesand partsthereof not already
located or granted, and includesany land which hasbeen, or may hereafter
become, escheated to or otherwise acquired by the Government of Belize;

“proprietor” meansany person actualy inlawful possession or occupation of
land,

“Regigtrar” meansthe Registrar General or the Registrar of Lands, asthecase
may be;

“stamps’ meansadhes ve postage and revenue stamps.
3. TheMinister may, fromtimetotimeby Order publishedintheGazette,
delegatein writing to the Commissioner or any other senior officer of the
Ministry responsiblefor Lands, hisauthority to carry out any of thefunctions
connected withthisAct.
4, @ National landsshall be classed severdly, asfollows:-

(&) townlands;

(b) suburban lands;

(c) rura, including pastora, lands;

(d) mineral lands; and

(e) beach lands.

2 TheMinister may, from timeto time, define such classes of

national lands and cause maps or plansto be prepared showing the above
classfication, and may vary such definition asseemsadvisable.
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National Lands [CAP.191 9

5. (@) National lands shall not, save asisexcepted by section6,be  Disposal of

dealt with or disposed of , except in the manner hereinafter provided. Zaéi ondl |ands-
visory

. . Commi
2 TheMinister shall appoint an Advisory Committeeto advise mmitee

himgenerdly onal mattersrel ating to land administration.

3 TheMinister may gppointlocal committeestoasssthiminthe
congderation of gpplicationsfor all tenantsof nationa landsand other matters
relatingtoland distribution.

6. (@)} Nothing containedinthisAct shall prevent theMinister from Exceptions.
excepting from saleintheordinary manner and reserving to the Government of
Belizetheright of digposing of inamanner asfor the publicinterestsmay seem
best, suchlandsasmay berequired asreserves, publicroadsor other internal
communications, or commons, or asthesitesof public buildings, or asplaces
for the interment of the dead, or places for the education, recreation and
amusement of theinhabitants of any town or village, or asthe sitesof public
quays, wharvesor landing placeson the seacoast or shoresof streams, or for
the construction of tram or railwaysor railway stations, or canals, or for the
purposeof sinking shaftsand digging for minerds, or for any purposesof public
defence, safety, utility, convenienceor enjoyment, or for otherwisefacilitating
theimprovement and settlement of Belize, or for specia purposes.

2 TheMinister shall also havepower to alter, vary or add to the
ordinary termsand stipul ationsupon which any grant, leaseor licenceismade,
shouldit be considered expedient to do soin any special instance.

3 All reservesshall benotifiedinthree successiveissuesof the
Gazetteand in oneissue of alocal newspaper and set forth on plansin the
office of the Commissoner.

4 All dereservations of reserves shall be notified in three
consecutiveissuesof the Gazette and in oneissue of alocal newspaper.
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10 CAP.19]] National Lands

L eases. 7. TheMinister may grant |eases of national lands on such termsand
conditionsashethinksfit and may likewiserenew leaseson suchtermsand
for such periodsasto him may seem proper.

Leases not 8. (@D} No lessee shall transfer or sublet hislease without the prior
”‘?‘t”hg e:ab'e written permission of the Minister and on the payment of such feesand on
\F')Vérm?; on. compliancewith such conditionsasmay be specified.

2 If any lesseetransfersor subletshisleaseexcept inthe manner
providedinsubsection (1), theleaseshdl beligbleto cancdllationandinevery
such case, thelessee shall not be entitled to any payment or compensation for
development of theleased property.

Applicationfor 9. @ Every application for alease of national landsshall be made
| eases. tothe Commissioner intheform of theFirst Schedule.
First Schedule.
2 Stampsto thevalueof such amount asmay be specified shall
be affixed to the gpplication by the gpplicant and such stampsshall becancelled
by the officer receiving the application.

3 In every casewherethe application for leaseisapproved by
theMinister but thelesseefail sto occupy theleased property within Sx months
from the date of notification to him of such approval, thelease shall become
void unlesstheMinister in hisdiscretion extendsthetimefor such occupation
on reasonable cause being shown to him.

4 Every person who applies to lease 500 acres or more of
nationa land shall berequiredto carry out, a hisown expense, an environmenta
impact assessment and providethesametotheMinister beforethedetermination
of hisapplicationfor lease, andif theleaseisapproved, thelessee shall cause
such assessment to berevised and provided to the Minister in like manner
after every fiveyearsuntil theexpiry of thelease.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



National Lands [CAP.191 11

) Wherethe applicationisfor alease of |essthan 500 acres of
land, the Minister may in hisdiscretion requirethe applicant to carry out and
submit an environmental impact assessment beforethe determination of his
applicationfor lease, and the provisionsof subsection (4) regarding therevision
of such assessment after every fiveyearsshadl likewiseapply.

(6) Every environmental impact assessment submitted to the
Minister in pursuance of subsections(4) and (5) shall becomethe property of
the Government of Bdlize.

10.  Allrentirrespectiveof theamountinvolved, duetothe Governmentof ~ Recovery of rent
Bdlizefromany lesseeor tenant of national landsand not paidwithintwomonths ~ due to

after the date when such rent becomes due, shall at any timewithin six years ggl\i’fe?g?ﬁg;ee
after the date when it became due, be recoverable by civil proceedingsina tenant of

court of competent jurisdiction. national lands.

11. (@)} If at any timeit gppearstothe Commissioner that thecondition  Commissioner to
of any lease hasbeen neglected or broken, or that any land issufferinginjury at  report breach of
the hands of thelessee or hisagents, it shall behisduty forthwithtobringthe ~ conditions of

matter to thenotice of theMinister. ease:
2 If uponinquiry it appearstotheMinister-
(@)  that any such neglect or breach of conditions has
occurred; or
(b) that injury has been done or isbeing doneto the
land by the lessee or hisagent,
hemay, after giving thelessee areasonabl e opportunity to make representations,
cancdl thelease.
3 Whenever any leaseiscancelled under thissection, thelessee
shdl havenoright or claimfor compensation againgt the Government, itsagents
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12 CAP. 19]] National Lands

and servantsfor thereturn of any deposit or payment made by him onaccount
thereof.

Implied terms 12.  Everyleaseof national land approved by theMinister shall bedeemed
and conditions g jncjudethefollowing termsand conditions:-
inalease.
@ Theleaseisgranted subject todl powers, provisosand clauses
containedinthisAct.

2 Precious metals, ores, gems, jewels, coal, timber and dye-
wood arestrictly reserved and do not passunder thisdemise. Theright of
entry onthe premisesto searchfor, dig out, fell or cut (asthe case may be),
and removeany of theaboveisreserved to the Government of Belize.

(3)(&) Non-payment of rent at specified time;

(b)  anydispositionor transfer or subletting of thewhole or
any part of theland without written permission;

(c) non-observance of or non-compliance with any of the
conditions herein contained or referred to, or specified
inthelease;

ghall inevery inganceauthorisethe Minister by noticeintheGazettetodeclare
theleaseforfeited, and thereupon the same shall cease and becomenull and
void, toal intentsand purposes, and theland may be entered upon by or on
behalf of the Government of Belize, or by any person duly authorised sotodo,
and possession thereof may beresumed asthe property of the Government of
Belizeandin such casethelessee shdl haveno claimto compensation for any
improvement or outlay.

4 Thelessee shdl betakento covenant, promiseand agreewith
and to the Government of Belizewel | and truly to pay during the continuance
of the lease the rent reserved, in yearly payments, in advance, unto the
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National Lands [CAP.191 13

Accountant Generd for thetimebeing.

5) Theword*“lessee” shall beread toinclude and be applicable
tothelesseeaswell asthe executors, administrators, and allowed assigns of
suchlesseeasfully toall intentsand purposesasif they had in every instance
been specidly mentioned.

(6) Where a part or whole of the land approved to the lessee
congstsof steep or uneventerrain, suchland shall not beutilised wherethereis
arisk of erosion or ecological damage being caused to theland.

) Thelessee shall betaken to covenant with the Government of
Belize or any other affected person to pay reasonable compensationin the
event any damageiscaused to theland by hiswilful act or grossnegligence.

(8 Where land approved to the lessee is situate outside acity,
town or village and adjoinsany running stream, river or open water, asixty Sx
feet widestrip of land along such running stream, river or openwater shall be
leftinitsnatural state unlessotherwise approved by theMinister tobeusedin
aspecified manner.

13. @ National landsmay be sold at such pricesand onsuchterms  Saleof national
and conditionsastoimprovementsand otherwiseastheMinister may prescribe  1ands.
ontheadviceof the Advisory Committee.

2 An application to purchase national landsshall bemadeinthe  Second Schedule.
form of the Second Schedule.

14. (1 Whenever the purchaser of any national land encumbersor  Power of Minister
disposesof hisinterest or purportsto do so or diesintestatebeforecompletion  toissuefiat for
of the sale, theMinister may, if hethinksfit, completethesaleby issuingafia ~ 9rant or lesseto
for agrant of the sameland to the personwhomthe Minister considersto have E;Stérai?naf” no
thebest claimthereto.
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Effect of grant or
lease.

Records.
Third Schedule.

2 Whenever thelessee of any national land diesintestate, the
Minister may, if hethinksfit and after investigation, issuealease of thesame
land to the personwhomtheMinister considersto havethebest claimthereto.

3 Noticeof intentiontoissueagrant or aleaseunder thissection
shdl be published intwo consecutiveissuesof the Gazette and be posted for
thirty daysat thedistrict court of thedistrict inwhichtheland affectedissituated.

4 Noticethat agrant or aleasehasbeenissued under thissection
shdll, assoon aspracticable, be published in oneordinary issue of theGazette

15. (D A leaseor agrant issued under section 14 shall dischargethe
Minister and the Government of Belizefromdl liability inrespect of thelease
or grant issued, but shall not affect or prejudi cethe enforcement of any estate,
right or interest adverseto or in derogation of theinterest of thelesseeand
subsisting, or capable of arising, at thetime of issue of thelease or grant.

2 A recital or statement in, or grant i ssued under section 14 that
agrantee hasencumbered or disposed of hisinterest or has purported to do
so or isdead, or arecital or statement in alease that the lessee has died
intestate shall, for the purposes of the protection of the Minister and the
Government of Belize, be conclusive evidence of thefact.

16. (1) The Registrar shall keep certain books, to betermed “The
Nationa LandsBooks’ inthevariousformsgivenintheThird Scheduleand
entriesmade by himin such books, in conformity with theprovisionsof this
Act, shall haveall theforceand validity of formal grantsor leasesfromthe
Government, asthe case may be.

2 A duplicateof anentry inany National LandsBook or of any
plan furnished by the Registrar and certified by him, shall bereceivedinall
courtsasevidenceinlike manner astheoriginal.
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3 Toenablethe Registrar tofurnish acertified duplicateplan, the
Commissioner shall preparein duplicateall plansrequired to be sent to the
Regidrar.

17.  All grantsorleasesof national landsexceeding aterm of sevenyears ~ Grants to be by
shall beeffected by theissueof afiat by theMinister tothe Registrarinoneof ~ Minister'sfiat.
theformsof the Fourth Schedule, and the Registrar shall thereuponenter such  Fourth Schedule.
grant or leaserespectively inthe book named in suchfiat, and every grant or

|ease shall be deemed to be dated on the day on which the Minister’ sfiatis

dated.

18. (1) The Registrar shall maketheentry asrequired by section17  Fees.
freeof cost and shall on demand by or on behalf of agranteeor proprietor, or

lessee within two monthsof the date of thefiat, furnishacopy of thefiat tothe
grantee, or proprietor, or lessee, free of cost.

2 Except asprovidedin subsection (1), the Registrar shall
demand and receivethe specified feefor every entry madeby himandthe
specified feefor every certified copy of each entry contained in the National
Lands Book.

19. (@)} TheRegidtrar after enteringthegrant, or lease, shdll fileinbooks,  “Fiat” and “plan”
to becalled respectively “thefiat” and“plan” book, theMinister’ sfiat andthe  book.
planaccompanying suchfiat, if any.

2 Both fiat and plan shall have the number of thegrant or leaseto
whichthey respectively refer.

20. TheRegistrar shall keep written up a separate index containing an  Index to be kept
aphabetica arrangement of al grantees, or proprietors, or lesseeswhosenames  Up-

have been entered in the National Lands Books, giving the volumeand page

where such entry ismade, and the volume and page likewise of the books of

fiatsand planswherethefiat or plan, if any, isto befound.
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be rectangular.
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21.  Whenever itismadeto appear to the satisfaction of theMinister ona
statutory declaration of the Commissioner or otherwisethat any error existsin
any entry or planinany of the National LandsBooks, it shal belawful for the
Minigter toissueanew fiat cancelling such erroneousentry or planin Form(3)
in the Fourth Schedule and directing anew and proper entry or planto be
made.

22. Every entry inthebooksof the Regitrar relating to any landscomprised
inany grant or lease cancelled under thisAct, shall be cancelled by writing
acrossthefacethereof thewords*cancelled by authority”, and thereupon
suchwriting shall besigned by the Registrar, and such entry shall thereby be
cancelled and thereafter be of noforceor effect.

23.  TheMinister may fromtimetotimeand ontheadviceof theAdvisory
Committee makerulesand regul ationswith respect to reservescreated under
section 6 of thisAct.

24. Not morethan one-fourth of the externa boundariesof any land shall
be alowed on any frontage line, unlessin specia cases approved by the
Minider.

25.  Whenfromthefrontagelinenot being straight, or fromtheinterference
of other frontagelines, natura features, or theboundariesof privatelands, the
rulesprovided in respect of form cannot be accurately observed, theform of
theland shal bedetermined asnearly in accordancewith theforegoing provison
ascircumstancespermit.

26. Every section of rurd land shdl bein oneblock and, except asprovided
insection 25, of arectangular form.

27. @ Wherethetitleof any land occupied or acquired by any person
isinvaidinlaw asagaingt the Government, the Minister may, upon suchterms
asappear to himjust and reasonable, makeagrant title or enter into alease
with respect thereto-
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National Lands [CAP.191 17

(@) to,upon or with any person who bona fide
purchased the land from any other person for
valuable consideration; or

(b) to, upon or with any person who derivestitle
from any person who purchased thelandbonafide
from some other person for valuable consideration.

2 For that purpose the Minister may issue hisfiat which the
Regigtrar shdl enter intheNationa LandsBook and in thethird column headed
“Remarks’, shdl insart and sgnthewords* confirmation of titleby theMinigter’'s
Fiat of theday of.........

28. Inany grant, lease or other document wherethe sea, or any sound,  Highwater mark
bay, or creek or any part thereof, affected by the ebb or flow of thetide, is to be considered
described asforming thewholeor part of theboundary of thelandtobedisposed  Sea boundary.
of, such boundary or part thereof shall be deemed and taken to betheline of

high water mark at ordinary tides.

29. @ Therightishereby reservedtothe Government tohaveaccess  Reservation.
to, enter on and take away from any landsgranted or |eased under thisAct any
indigenousproduce, rock or soil which may berequired for any public purposes,

to have accessto all waters, poolsand springsthereon, and to depastureon

any unenclosed or enclosed but otherwise unimproved land any horsesor cattle

inthe employ of the Government whileworking on or passing over thesaid

land, together with liberty for any Government officers, workmen, servantsand

agentsto passover such land with or without horses, stock or conveyances,

while travelling from one part of the country to another, on all necessary

occasions.

2 Therightisalsoreservedto lay out, declare open and make
for permanent or temporary use public roadsover any landsgranted or |eased
under thisAct.
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Vindication of
Government
titles.

CAP. 167.

Penalty for
unlawful
occupation.

30. (1 Whereit appearsuncertain whether thetitleto any landsis
vested inthe Government or in any other person or persons, the Government
may claim possessionthereof incivil proceedingsunder the Crown Proceedings
Act, against theperson or persons(if any) inpossesson of theland or generdly
againgt “dl personsclaiming to bethe owner or ownersof theland”.

2 Thepracticeand procedurefor vindicating possession of land
under thissection shall be prescribed by rulesof court.

3 Upon thecommencement of proceedingsby the Government
under thissection, theland in question shall be presumed to bevestedinthe
Government, and theburden of proof shdl lieuponthedefendant or defendants,
except asto suchfactsand particularsasmay beadmitted by the Government.

4 Thedefendant or defendantsmay provehisor their right to
theland by thirty yearscontinuouspossess onthereof adversetotheGovernment
or by other validtitlethereto.

) Thissection shall apply to any lesser estate or interest inany
landsinthe samemanner asit appliestothefeesimplein suchlands.

3. (1) Every person who isfound in the unlawful occupation of
national landsisguilty of an offenceandisliableto afinenot exceeding five
hundred dollarsupon theinformation of the Commissioner or any other person
authorised by him.

2 It shal belawful for theMinigter, if hethinksfit, whenever any
improvements have been made on any national lands by any person in
unauthorized occupation of suchland, to causeto be added to the price of
such land thevalue of suchimprovements.

3 If the occupant becomes the purchaser, the Minister may
exercisehisdiscretion asto the payment of theval ueof theimprovementsby
such occupant, and if any other person becomesthe purchaser, it shall be
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lawful for theMinister in hisdiscretion to return theamount of theva ueof such
improvementsto the occupant.

32.  Every personwho, having been convicted under section 31 (1) persists
intheunlawful occupation of any national lands, shall beliableto afinenot
exceeding onethousand dollars, upon theinformation of the Commissioner or
any person appointed by him.

33. @ TheMinister may, fromtimeto time, cause such permanent
marksto befixed in such placesas seemsto himfit, for the purpose of being
used aspointsof departurefor correcting thetrue position of boundary lines,
and for such other purposesasmay berequisite

2 Every personwho -

(a) unlawfully obliterates, counterfeits, removes or
defaces any marksthat have been placed for the
purposes of defining and ascertai ning the bound-
ariesof land, or any such marksasaforesaid; or

(b)  without lawful excuseimpedes, obstructsor hin-
dersthe Commissioner or any person employed
under himin the execution of hisduty,

shall beguilty of an offence and beliableto afine or imprisonment, or both,
such fine not exceeding one thousand dollars and such imprisonment not
exceedingsix months.

34. @ Every personwho, on pretext of having madean applicationto
purchase or lease any national lands, or upon any pretext whatever, enters
uponN or occupi esor attemptsto appropriate or otherwiseturnto account any
nationa landsor any produceor product thereof, without the permission of the
Minister authorising such entry or occupation, isguilty of an offenceandis
liableto afinenot exceeding fivehundred dollars.
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2 It shdl belawful for the Commissoner or any personemployed
under himto seizeand takefor the benefit of the Government all timber wood,
nuts, ground soil or other produce or product of suchland, whichmay have
been cut or gathered or dug by such person, wherever the samemay befound.

35.  All offences against the provisions of this Act shall be tried and
determined upon summary conviction.

36.  Any party dissatisfied with the adjudication of asummary jurisdiction
court under thisAct may appeal therefrom to the Supreme Court, and such
appeal shall bein accordancewiththe provisionsof Part X of the Supreme
Court of Judicature Act.

37.  TheMinister may makerulesfor the more effectual working of this
Act and for securing themaking of improvementsupon landsgranted or leased
under thisAct.

38. In the event of any conflict in regard to any matter between the
provisionsof thisAct and those of the Registered Land Act, the provisions of
thisAct shall prevail.

39. @ Inevery Act, rule, regulation, order or other instrument having
effect aspart of thelaw of Belize, or inany grant, permisson or other document
issued under the Crown LandsAct, any referenceto“ Crownland” shall be
read and construed asareferenceto “nationa land” asdefinedinthisAct.

2 Notwithstanding therepeal of the Crown LandsAct by this
Act, all rulesand regulations made under that Act in so far asthey are not
incons stent with the provisionsof thisAct Shall continuetoremaininforce
until amended or reped ed by Rulesand Regul ationsmade under thisAct.

40. For the purpose of trespassto national lands, theword “owner” shall
includeany lessee, tenant or lawful occupier of suchland, and any actionmay
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betaken against thetrespasser by such lessee, tenant or lawful occupierinlike
manner asan owner.

41. (1) Without prejudiceto the provisonsof sections30to 34, if the  Enforcement
Commissioner or any person towhom section 3 appliesisof theopinionthat  notices.

any personiscontravening thetermsand conditionsof any grant, leaseor licence,

oriswilfully failing to comply withany frontagelinesasprovided in section 24

or any highwater mark boundary as provided in section 28, or isotherwise

contravening any other provisonsof thisAct or any Regulationsmadethereunder,

the Commissioner or such other person may servean enforcement noticeon

the person.

2 Anenforcement noticeshall -

(a) statethe opinion of the Commissioner or the person
referred to in section 3 inrelation to the alleged
breach, contravention or violation asprovided in
subsection (1);

(b) specify the matters constituting the breach,
contravention or violation, or the mattersrelated
or incidental thereto;

(c) specify the stepsthat must betaken to remedy the
breach, contravention or violation;

(d) specify, subject to any time periods providedin
thisAct or any Regulations made thereunder, the
time period within which the stepsreferred toin
paragraph (c) must betaken by the person alleged
to be committing the breach, contravention or
violation, asthe case may be.
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3 A copy of theenforcement noticeshall beserved:-

(a) onthe proprietor, lessee or occupier of theland
towhichit relates; and

(b) on any other person, including an agent or
attorney-at-law of the proprietor, lessee or
occupier having aninterest which, intheopinion
of the Commissioner or the personreferredtoin
section 3, ismaterially affected by the notice.

(4) Anenforcement noticemay, notwithstanding any provision of thisAct to
thecontrary, require:-

(a)  thesuspension or cancellation of any licence,
lease, permit, grant or approval granted or issued
under thisAct or Regul ations made thereunder;

(b) the stopping or shutting down of any activity or
thing either permanently or for aspecified period;

(c) the cessation of the construction or operation of
any activity or thing until the Commissioner or the
person referred to in section 3is satisfied that the
activity or thing will be constructed or operated
in accordance with thisAct or any Regulations
made thereunder;

(d)  thespecificationof themeasuresthat must betaken
in order to effect compliance with this Act or
Regulationsmadethereunder;

(e) thealteration or removal of any buildingsor waste;
or
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(f) any activity ontheland, including the expulsion of
squattersfrom theland, to be carried out or not to
be carried out, and the extent to which the activity
isto be or not to be carried out.

5) The Commissioner or the personreferred toin section 3may,
intheenforcement notice, order theimmedi ate cessation of theoffending activity
if heisof the opinion that the circumstancesgiving riseto thenoticearesuch as
towarrant an order to that effect.

42. @ The Commissioner or thepersonreferredtoinsection3may  Variationor

withdraw an enforcement noticeif the person onwhomthenoticehasbeen  withdrawal of

served consentsinwriting to comply with the requirements set outinthenotice. E‘;‘;?Cr;eme”t
2 Thepowersunder subsection (1) may be exercised whether

or not the notice hastaken effect.

3 TheCommissioner or the personreferredtoin section 3shall,
immediately after exercisang the powersconferred by subsection (1), givenctice
of the exercise of such powersto every person who has been served witha
copy of theenforcement noticeor would, if the noticewerere-issued, beserved
with acopy of thenotice.

4 Thewithdrawal of an enforcement notice doesnot affect the
power of the Commissioner or the person referred toin section 3toissuea
further enforcement notice.

43. @ A person on whom an enforcement noticeisserved, orany  Appeal against
other person having aninterest intheland affected may, at any timebeforethe ~ enforcement
date specifiedinthenoticeasthedateonwhichitistotakeeffect, appeal tothe ~ "°HC®:
SupremeCourt against thenoticeon any of thefollowing grounds:
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(a) that, in respect of any breach of thisAct or any
Regulations made thereunder, which may be
constituted by the matters stated in thenoticeor,
as the case may be, the condition or limitation
concerned, have been discharged;

(b) that those matters have not occurred;

(c) that those matters, if they occurred, do not
constitute abreach of this Act or any Regulations
made thereunder;

(d) that copies of the enforcement noticewere not
served asrequired by section 41;

(e) that the stepsrequired by thenotice to be taken,
or theactivitiesrequired by the noticeto cease,
exceed what isnecessary to remedy any breach
of this Act which may be constituted by those
matters or, as the case may be, to remedy any
injury to any amenity whichhasbeen caused by
any such breach.

2 Where an appeal ismade against an enforcement noticein
which the cessation of an activity isordered, thenotice shall remaininforce
pending thefina determination or withdrawal of theapped.

Regulations. 44, TheMinister may make Regulationsto give effect to sections41to
46.

Offence where 45. @ Where, at any timeafter theend of the period for compliance

enforcement not with an enforcement notice, any step required by the noticeto betaken

notice not has not been taken or any activity required by the noticeto ceaseis being

compliedwith. - - ried on, the person who is then the proprietor, lessee o occupier of the
property isin breach of thenotice.
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2 Wherethe proprietor, lessee or occupier of theproperty isin
breach of the notice asprovided in subsection (1), he commitsan offenceand
liableon summary convictionto afinenot exceeding fivethousand dollarsor to
fiveyearsimprisonment, or to both such fineand period of imprisonment.

3 In proceedings against any person for an offence under
subsection (2) of thissection, it shal beadefencefor himto show that hedid dll
within hispower to secure compliancewith thenotice.

4 A personwho hascontrol of, or aninterestin, theland towhich
anenforcement noticerelatesshall not carry onany activity whichisrequired
by the noticeto cease or permit such an activity to becarried on.

) A personwho, at any time before the period of compliance
withthe notice, contravenessubsection (4) commitsan offenceandisliableon
summary conviction to afine not exceeding five thousand dollarsor tofive
yearsimprisonment, or to both such fineand period of imprisonment, andif the
offence continues after conviction, to afurther fine of five hundred dollarsfor
each day the offence continues.

(6) Anoffenceunder subsection (2) of thissection may becharged
by referenceto any day or longer period of timeand aperson may be convicted
of asecond or subsequent offence under the subsectionin question by reference
toany period of timefollowing the preceding conviction for such an offence.

46. @ Where aperson faillsto carry out an environmental impact  Cessation
assessment or any other duty imposed by thisAct or any Regulationsmade ~ order.
thereunder, the Commissioner or the personreferred toin section 3may issue

anorder inwriting to such persondirecting himto cease, by such dateasspecified

intheorder, theactivity inrespect of which theenvironmenta impact assessment

or duty, asthe case may be, isrequired.

2 Whereapersonto whom an order isissued under subsection
(1) failsto take such steps ashe considers appropriate to ensure the cessation
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of theactivity towhichtheorder relates, hecommitsan offenceandisliableon
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars or to
imprisonment for aterm not exceeding five years, or to both such fineand
period of imprisonmen.

Interpretation 47.  Forthepurposesof sections48 to 56 of thisAct -
of words and

phrases used in

section 48 10 56. dien”, inthecaseof anatura person, meansapersonwhoisneither acitizen

of Belizenor aCommonwealth citizen, and in respect of acompany, meansa
company whichisdeemed not beunder dien control inaccordancewith section
48;

“designated area’” meansan areaof nationa landsdeclared to beadesignated
areaby the Minister under section;

“licence’ meansalicenceissued by the Minister under section.

Company under 48, For the purposes of thissection and sections49 to 56, acomnpany
dlien control. shall be deemed to beunder alien control if:

(a) one-half or more of itsdirectorsor shareholders
arealiens; or

(b) one-half or more of the votes exercisable at any
meeting of the company are held by or for and
on behalf of analien; or

(c) one-half or moreof theissued share capita isheld
by or for and on behalf of an alien.

Prohibition 49.  Subjecttotheprovisionsof thisAct, nolegal or equitableestatein
againgt dien nationa land shall vest inan alien after the commencement of thisAct:
holding national

land.
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Provided that -

(a) national lands may be acquired and title thereto
may vest in an alien by virtue of alicence under
the provisions of section 51;

(b) national land may be acquired and titlethereto may
vest in an alien if the sameis situate within the
boundariesof acity or town and thetotal areaheld
by the alien doesnot in aggregate exceed one-half
acreor if the sameissituate outside the boundaries
of acity or town and the total area held by the
alien does not in the aggregate exceed ten acres,

(c) nothing contained inthisAct shall affect thetitleto
an estate in land vested in an alien at the
commencement of thisAct;

(d) nothing contained inthis Act shall affect theright
of an alien devisee under a will to receive the
proceeds of sale from land the subject of adevise.

50.  Anydeed, conveyance, certificateof title, fiat, vesting asset or other  Titletolandin
assurance of land whatsoever purporting to convey, transfer, vest or evidence ~ aien void.
titleto alega equitableestatein national land to or in an alien contrary to the

provisionsof thisAct shall for that purposebevoid.

51. @ Notwithstanding theprovisonsof section49theMinistermay  Alien licenced to
in hisdiscretion grant to an alien alicenceto acquireand to hold an estatein ~ hold land.
national land subject to such termsand conditionsas specified inthelicenceas

hemay think fit for the devel opment of the said land.

2 Every licenceissued under the provisionsof this section shall
berecordedinthe General Registry asadeed.
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3 TheMinister may fromtimetotimealter, anend or extendthe
provisionsof any licencegranted hereunder and any alteration, amendment or
extension shall berecorded inthe Genera Registry asadeed.

4 Breach of any termor conditioninalicenceissued under the
provisionsof thissection shall render thelicencevoidable.

5) TheMinister may by noticeinwriting giveto alicenseethree
monthsto comply with any term or condition of alicencewhich hasbeen
breached, andif thelicenseefailsto comply within thetime specified by the
Miniger, theMinister may by noticeinwriting tothelicenseedeclarethelicence
void.

(6) TheMinister may record asadeed at the Genera Registry a
cancellation of alicencethat hasbecomevoid and thelandinrespect of which
thelicencehasbeenissued anddl buildings, fixturesand appurtenancesthereon
shall forthwith beforfeited tothe Crown.

) TheMinister may fromtimetotimeby Order publishedinthe
Gazette-

(a)  setout the terms and conditions applicable to
licencesgranted under thissection;

(b) determine the duration of licences granted
hereunder;

(c) set out the procedure by which applicationsfor
licences may be made and prescribe theform of
licence, deed of cancellation, notice and other
documentsfor use under the provisions of this
section;
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(d)  dlowtheMinister to administer interrogatoriesand
to obtain discovery of documents from any
applicant or licensee for the enforcement of this
Act; or

(e) for the proper and due implementation of the
provisions of thissection.

(8 Wherethe conditions of alicence have beenfulfilledtothe
satisfaction of the Minister, the Minister shall grant thelicensee acertificate
declaring that thelicence shall no longer be voidable and the same shall be
recorded inthe Genera Registry asadeed.

52. (1)  Anypersonaggrievedby theMinister’ snoticegivenunderthe  Appeal from
provisionsof section 53(5) may, within fourteen daysof receipt thereof, gppedl~ Minister's
to the Supreme Court for areview of the Minister’ sdecision. nofice.

2 Thecourt shall, within the period of threemonths providedin
section 51 (5), review al the facts and arguments relating to the breach
complained of inthe Minister’ snotice, and may declarethe Minister’ snotice
voidif no breach hasoccurred or if abreach hasoccurred may imposeafine
upon thelicensee not exceeding ten thousand dollars, or declarethelandin
respect of which thelicence had been issued and all buildings, fixturesand
appurtenances thereon forfeited to the Crown. The Court may also make
recommendationsto the Minister in caseswhereonly afine hasbeenimposed
for theimplementation of thelicensee’ sobligationsunder thelicence.

53. @ Wherealicencehasbeen granted under section51toanalien  Prohibitionto
that isacompany, it shall bean offencefor any of the sharesor stock inthe ~ transfer shares
sameto beissued or transferred to another alienwithout thepermission of the " licensed dlien

.. . " com .
Minister expressed inwriting. pay
2 It shall be an offence for any of the shares or stock in any
company inwhichtitleto national land veststo beissued or transferred to an
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Prohibition
against holding
land or shares
for alien.

Declaration of
areato regulate
alien landholding.

alien sothat the company isdeemed to be under alien control in accordance
with the provisions of section 48 without the permission of the Minister
expressedinwriting.

3 It shall bean offencefor any of thesharesor gocksinandien
company inwhichtitleto national land veststo beissued or transferred to an
aienwhoisnot already holding sharesor stocksin the same company without
the permission of theMinister expressed inwriting.

4 Every director, manager or officer of the company who
knowingly and wilfully authorisesor permitstheissueor transfer of sharesor
stock contrary to the provisionsof thissection shall beliable upon conviction
onindictment to afine not exceeding fivethousand dollarsand the sharesor
stock the subj ect of the offence shall forthwith beforfeited to the Crown.

54. (@D} It shall bean offencefor any person or corporation astrustee,
agent or otherwiseto holdtitleto thelegal estatein national land to whichthe
equitable estate or any portion thereof isvested in an alien contrary to the
provisionsof thisAct, or to hold thetitleto sharesor stock astrustee, agent or
otherwisefor and on behalf of an alien without disclosure of thesameina
company inwhichtitletolegal or equitableestatein national landisvested,
except apersond representative during and in the course of administration or
areceiver during and in the course of bankruptcy.

2 Any person convicted onindictment of an offenceunder this
section shall beliableto afinenot exceeding five thousand dollars, and the
nationd land and dl buildings, fixturesand appurtenancesthereon or theshares
or stock the subj ect of the offence shall forthwith beforfeited to the Crown.

55. (@D} Notwithstanding anything to the contrary containedinthisAct
the Minister may by Order publishedintheGazette declareany areain Bdize
tobeadesignated areafor the purposesof thisAct and may by thesaid order
set out termsand conditionsunder which aliens may if atdl hold nationd land
withintheareadesignated.
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2 A breach by anaien of any of the termsand conditionsset out
inthe Order shall bean offence and shall be punishableonindictment witha
fine of five thousand dollars, and the land and all buildings, fixtures and
appurtenancesthereon the subject of the offence shall forthwith beforfeited to
the Crown.

56. (1) Whereland hasbeenforfeited under theprovisonsof thiSAct,  Power to enforce
the Registrar Generd,, notwithstanding anythingtothecontrary containedinthe ~ forfeiture.
Genera Registry Act and any rulesmadethereunder, shall: CAP.258.

(a) inthe caseof unregisteredland, receiveand record
asadeed amemorandum purporting to be signed
by the Minister inthe case of land forfeited under
section 51or by ajudge of the Supreme Court in
the case of, land forfeited under section 52 or 54
or 55 signifying theforfeiture of the samewithout
further proof and the same shall be evidence of
titlein the Crown to theland therein described in
feesmpleabsolute;

(b) in the case of registered land, receive a
memorandum signed by the Minister in the case of
land forfeited under section 51or by ajudge of the
Supreme Court in the case of land forfeited under
section 52 or 54 or 55 asauthority to cancel the
registered proprietor’s certificate of titleand to
issue aTransfer Certificate of Titlein respect of
theland in the memorandum described in favour
of the Crown asregistered proprietor of the same
infee simpleabsolute.

2 Where sharesor stock inacompany havebeenforfeited under
the provisionsof thisAct it shall belawful for the Crownto beregistered as
proprietor of the same upon presentation of amemorandum purporting to be
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signed by ajudge of the Supreme Court signifying theforfeiture aforesaid.
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FIRST SCHEDULE
[Section 9]
Formof Application to Rent or Lease National Lands
[, hereby apply for alease of
acres(moreor less) of nationa land, inthe district

for years, fromthe day of 20 , in
accordancewith the provisionsof the National LandsAct.

Theposition and boundariesare

Signature.
Date
Received thisgpplication, this day of
a o'clock.

Commissioner of Lands and Surveys.
Recommended for approva

Commissioner of Lands and Surveys.
Thisagpplicationis

Miniger.
Date
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SECOND SCHEDULE
[Section 13]

Formof Application for a Grant of National Land

I, A.B., of (address or calling), do hereby
apply

to purchase acres of land bounded to the best of my belief
asfollows-

and| further agreeto purchasethesaidland, subject toall theterms, conditions
andreservationsof theNational LandsAct.

Date
Applicant.

Rough plan, if possible, showing boundariesto be attached.

Receivesthis application this day of
2 ,a o’ clock.

Commissioner of Landsand Surveys.
Report of Commissioner of Landsand Surveys

[ Commissioner of Lands and Surveys to furnish all information with
respect to application]

Dae

Commissioner of Landsand Surveys.
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Minute of Minister Thereon
Approved (or application not approved, asthe case may be).

Dae

Miniger.

Receipt for Purchase Money
Receivedfrom A.B., thesum of dollars for
purchase of the above described piece or parcel of land.

Cash
Dae

Accountant General

Certificate of Commissioner of Lands and Surveysto bewritten
at the bottom of every plan, if in accordance with provisions of this Act.

I, C.D., Commissioner of Landsand Surveys, do hereby certify that
theabove plan, No. of isingrict accordancewiththe
provisonsof theNational LandsAct.

Certificate of Commissioner of Lands and Surveysto bewritten
at the bottom of plan, if not in accordance with provisions of this Act.

I, C.D., Commissioner of Landsand Surveys, do certify that the above
planisnotinaccordancewiththeprovisionsof the National LandsAct, and
requiresthe special approval of theMinister, which | hereby recommend.

Dae

Commissioner of Landsand Surveys.
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I ndor sement by Minister
Approved.
Date

Miniser.
or

Specidly approved on report and recommendation of Commissioner
of Landsand Surveys.

Date
Miniser.

Certificateasto Cost of Survey (in Special Cases)

| certify that the cost of survey, see Plan No. 20 :
preparedfor A.B., amountsto dollars,
Date

Commissioner of Landsand Surveys.
Accountant General’ s Receipt for same
Received the above amount from A.B. (cost of survey).
Date

Accountant General.
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2
National LandsBook
Leases
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THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

FOURTH SCHEDULE
[Sections 17 and 21]
Minister'sFiat (1)
No. Grant

Enter intheNationa LandsBook (grants) A.B., of

asthegrantee of acresof land situateat
bounded and described asshown by plan No. of 20
herewithfor thesum of dallars, and thisshdl beyour sufficient
authority for sodoing.

Date, Minister.

ToL.M., Registrar

Minister'sFiat (2)

No. Leases

Enter inthe Nationa LandsBook (leases) A.B., of , as
thelesseefor yearsof (size, wheresituate) at an annual rent,
payableinadvance  of $ , and this shall be your sufficient

warrant for so doing.
Date, Minigter.
ToL.M., Registrar
Minister’ sFiat to Rectify Error (3)

Whereasit hath been madeto appear to my satisfaction that an error
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exigsintheentry No.  intheNationa LandsBook (grants, leases, licences,
asthe case may be) or in plan No. inthe plan book.

(Hereinsert particular error.)

Letthesaid (entry or plan) becancelled, and enter inthesaid National
LandsBook or plan book

(Hereinsert directions.)
Andthisshall beyour sufficient authority for sodoing.
Date, Minister.

ToL.M., Registrar
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