NOVEMBER 2008

PUBLISHED BY THE PRO TEMPORE SECRETARIAT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION FOR THE
PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION OF SEA TURTLES (IAC)

The IAC held their first
regional capacity build-
ing workshop on sea tur-
tle conservation and
management techniques
for individuals responsi-
ble for sea turtle re-
search and protection
efforts in Central Amer-
ica. The event was held at
the Caribbean Conserva-
tion Corporation’s Bio-
logical Research Station
in Tortuguero, Costa Rica
from August 31* to Sep-
tember 4™, 2008. Twenty
four individuals from
Central America, as well
as Colombia and Mexico,

The IAC organized a sea
turtle conservation ses-
sion at the 3rd meeting of
the Western Hemisphere
Migratory Species Initia-
tive (WHMSI) in Asun-
cion, Paraguay last July.
WHMSI is a very impor-
tant opportunity to inform
participants from differ-
ent sectors regarding the
critical state of sea turtle
populations in the West-

ern Hemisphere. Coop-
vration between these
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participated in the event,
which over the course of
five days provided hands
on training to project
leaders and government
employees. At the same
time, the workshop pro-
moted information ex-
change, network building
and standardized tech-
niques and reporting
throughout the region.

nations is essential for
their conservation. Dur-
ing the session, represen-
tatives from Karumbe,
CONANP and WWF pre-
sented aspects regarding
hawksbill and leatherback
conservation as well as
impacts from fisheries.
The group focused on two
transversal challenges
facing these species, cli-
mate change and fisheries
interactions and recom-
mended specific, tangi-

Some of the workshops
main achievements were:
the revision of the draft
manual on sea turtle
management and conser-
vation techniques on
Central American nesting
beaches, recommenda-
tions on key topics, such
as standardization of
terms, hatchery and egg
management and sug-
gested minimum data to
be collected on nesting
beaches in the region. It
is hoped that this event
will be the first of a series
of future IAC standardiza-
tion workshops. More
information on this work-
shop will be posted soon
the IAC website.
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ble, short term actions to
help mitigate them. It was
determined that informa-
tion gaps and capacity
building needs exist, co-
inciding with WHMSI's
objective. General rec-
ommendations such as,
including the actions
identified by the group in
WHMSI’s future planning
for capacity building and
the inclusion of other ma-
rine migratory species
into WHMSI.

NEW: IAC TRAINING
MANUAL (IN/ SPANISH)

Manual sobre técnicas de
manejo y conservacion de
las tortugas marinas en

playas de anidacion de
Centroamérica
(Propuesta Base)

IN BRIEF:
e Change in Date for COP4.

Unfortunately, due to budgetary
constraints for some of the Con-
tracting Parties, quorum was not
reached to hold the COP4
scheduled for this year and will
be re-scheduled for March 5th
and 6th, 2009.

IAC Regional Hawksbill
Workshop. The workshop
steering committee has tenta-
tively scheduled the event for
the first week of June, 2009 in
Mexico. The general objectives
of this workshop are to evaluate
the current status of hawksbills
in the Wider Caribbean and
Western Atlantic, as well as the
threats for their population
integrity and the habitat in the
region, with emphasis on evalu-
ating nesting populations, in
order to establish the bases for
a regional conservation strategy
and to encourage regional col-
laboration among governments,
fisheries, tourism and develop-
ment organizations, among
other stakeholders.

29th Symposium on Sea Turtle
Biology and Conservation.
The symposium will be held in
Brisbane, Australia from Febru-
ary 17-19, 2009. This years
theme “Creating, Community,
Collaborating”, will explore
issues such as building commu-
nication and networking at lo-
cal, regional, and global scales.
For more information:
www.turtlesbrisbane2009.org/

hm-1-1-WelcomeSearch.htm
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5" JAC Scientific Committee Meeting

The 5th IAC Scientific Com-
mittee Meeting was held
from July 29th to August 1st,
2008 in San Jose, Costa
Rica. The meeting began
with an overview of the
current state of the Conven-
tion, followed by presenta-
tions of initiatives support-
ing the Convention’s objec-
tives that occurred since
the last meeting. The ur-
gent need to establish col-
laborative links and syner-
gies with others having
similar objectives was em-
phasized. The committee
completed the document
prepared by the Fisheries

Interactions Working
Group during the past
meeting. This document

will provide concrete rec-
ommendations for the Par-
ties, facilitate the imple-
mentation of the Resolution
“Reduction of the adverse
impact of fisheries on sea
turtles” and assist Parties in
complying with commit-
ments in other international
forums. Due to the com-
plexity of regulating fisher-
ies activities outside the
jurisdictional waters of the
Parties, the Committee rec-
ommends Parties support
the recent FAO initiative on

measures to be taken to
prevent, deter and elimi-
nate illegal, unreported
and unregulated fishing,
and ensure that sea turtle
conservation is clearly
included in the measure.
2008 Annual Reports were
analyzed and recommenda-
tions were made in order to
simply the process and
improve the usefulness of
the information. For further
details on this meeting, the
full Report of the V Meeting
of the Scientific Committee
can be found on our web-
site. www.iacseaturtle.org/
English/comcien.asp

irst Eastern Pacific Hawksbill Workshop

Eastern Pacific
Hawksbill Project

Wwww.propeninsula.org

Initiated in 2007 to
promote hawksbill
research and con-
servation and raise
awareness in the
region.

El Salvador recor-
ded more than 160
nests (> 65% of all
nesting reported in
the region), making
it possibly the larg-
est nesting site in the
Eastern Pacific.

Helped organize the
First Regional
Hawksbill Work-
shop, creating the
Eastern Pacific
Hawksbill Initiative.

Satellite tagged 3
hawksbills in El Sal-
vador (including the
first hawksbill ever
tagged in the East-
ern Pacific Ocean)
and 3 in Mexico.

The first workshop for the
Hawksbill Turtle in the East-
ern Pacific was held in Los
Cobanos, El Salvador from
July 18-17, 2008. Hawksbill
turtles were once abundant

in the Eastern Pacific
Ocean. Today they are
among the most endan-

gered sea turtle popula-
tions worldwide. Even so,
there is little scientific infor-
mation on these hawksbills
which is a major impedi-
ment to their recovery. In
order to gather data on this
species, a group of 25 sea
turtle specialists from dif-
ferent countries of the
Americas participated in
the event. The goals of the
workshop were to compile
current scientific knowl-
edge, bring focus on

hawksbill conservation to
El Salvador, the country
with the greatest nesting
density registered to date
for this population, identify
priority research sites and
topics, main threats, con-
solidate multinational alli-
ances and projects for their
conservation and establish
future goals. All observa-
tions shared at the meeting
were compiled into a set of
summary maps to show
current knowledge of
hawksbill distribution and
relative abundance in the
region. According to this
information, almost 60% of
all nesting observations
were reported for El Salva-
dor and 40% for Mexico.
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Most other countries re-
ported < 10 nests per year.
The main threats identified
for the Eastern Pacific
hawksbills were fisheries
bycatch, egg collection and
habitat alteration. The full
minutes of the meeting are
available in Spanish at
www.scribd.com/
doc/5917204/ICAPO-
Memorias-1Reunion.

For updates on satellite
tracking of hawksbills
tagged in the Eastern Pa-
cific Ocean go to
www.seaturtle.org.
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